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MONTEREY COUNTY. 
 
WM. J. McGARVEY…………………………..County Assessor 
 
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE,  
Monterey, October 18th, 1864. 
 
Hon. J. F. HOUGHTON,  
  Surveyor-General: 
 
 SIR: - In compliance with the requirements of your circular directed to the County 
Assessors, I herewith transmit to you my statistical report for the current year, 
containing such information as I could, by due diligence, collect from reliable sources, 
and as taken from the assessment roll, with some general observations tending to show 
the condition of this county and develop its resources.  
 In order to avoid repetition I have omitted to mention matters reported on before, 
and having undergone no change; if any information is wanted on such, I refer to the 
report of some previous year, viz: eighteen hundred and fifty-nine or eighteen hundred 
and sixty. 
 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. 
 
 
Description. 
 
Acres.  
 
 
Bushels. 
Land inclosed………………………………………………………. 101,797 - 
Land inclosed, used for pasture………………………………….. 86,472 - 
Land cultivated……………………………………………………... 14,238 - 
Wheat……………………………………………………………….. 2,524 31,494
Barley……………………………………………………………….. 8,200 137,854
Oats…………………………………………………………………. 50 910
Corn…………………………………………………………………. 180 3,324
Potatoes…………………………………………………………….. 314 6,478
Peas, Beans, and Vegetables……………………………………. 157 2,179
Buckwheat………………………………………………………….. 2 32
Hay………………………………………………………………….. 1,104 2,707
Alfalfa……………………………………………………………….. 38 - 
   
 
 The above table of agricultural products is for the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-three.  
 The time and compensation allowed to the Assessors for performing their official 
duties being rather insufficient to enable them to collect material for a report as detailed 
and correct as could be desired on this interesting subject, they must content 
themselves with compiling from very incomplete, and sometimes erroneous, 
information, (true and exact statements not being on all occasions cheerfully given to 
them,) and make returns that will not convey much useful knowledge nor be of interest 
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to the State at large – aware of the fact that the aim proposed by the legislation 
demanding from them statistical reports is not attained.  
 
FRUIT TREES. 
 
 
Description.  
 
 
Number. 
Apple…………………………………………………………………………….. 1,682
Peach……………………………………………………………………………. 1,799
Pear……………………………………………………………………………… 1,732
Plum……………………………………………………………………………… 388
Cherry……………………………………………………………………………. 247
Nectarine………………………………………………………………………... 312
Quince…………………………………………………………………………… 114
Apricot…………………………………………………………………………… 470
Fig………………………………………………………………………………... 67
Olive……………………………………………………………………………… 28
Almond…………………………………………………………………………... 96
Pomegranate…………………………………………………………………… 9
Walnut…………………………………………………………………………… 38
Prune…………………………………………………………………………….. 183
Grape Vines…………………………………………………………………….. 85,275
Total Fruit Trees………………………………………………………………... 7,165
 
 
 The yield of fruit last year has not been unsatisfactory.  This article is chiefly 
cultivated for our own use, but a small quantity of fruit is raised for the market; I have, 
therefore, not been able to determine its value.  Much fruit is imported from other parts.  
 
LIVE STOCK, &C. 
 
 
Description.  
 
 
Number. 
American stallions……………………………………………………………… 22
American horses……………………………………………………………….. 145
American mares………………………………………………………………... 124
American colts………………………………………………………………….. 111
Half-breed horses………………………………………………………………. 183
Half-breed mares………………………………………………………………. 74
Half-breed colts………………………………………………………………… 197
Spanish horses…………………………………………………………………. 1,545
Spanish mares………………………………………………………………….. 1,636
Spanish colts……………………………………………………………………. 933
American mules………………………………………………………………… 29
Spanish mules………………………………………………………………….. 116
Asses…………………………………………………………………………….. 10
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American cows…………………………………………………………………. 1,067
Half-breed cows………………………………………………………………… 58
Spanish cows…………………………………………………………………… 444
Calves…………………………………………………………………………… 486
American stock and beef cattle……………………………………………….. 4,359
Half-breed stock cattle…………………………………………………………. 9,798
Spanish stock cattle……………………………………………………………. 19,506
American work oxen…………………………………………………………… 48
Spanish work oxen…………………………………………………………….. 79
American and improved sheep……………………………………………….. 42,335
Half-breed and mixed sheep………………………………………………….. 111,076
Spanish sheep………………………………………………………………….. 18,499
Goats…………………………………………………………………………….. 94
Hogs……………………………………………………………………………... 2,239
Turkeys………………………………………………………………………….. 66
Geese……………………………………………………………………………. 54
Ducks……………………………………………………………………………. 78
Chickens………………………………………………………………………… 6,423
Bee hives………………………………………………………………………... 365
 
 
CATTLE SLAUGHTERED. 
 
 
Description. 
 
Number.  
 
 
Value. 
Beef and stock cattle………………………………………………. 9,535 $47,025
Sheep……………………………………………………………….. 1,110 2,975
Hogs………………………………………………………………… 370 2,940
   
 
 The foregoing account of live stock is taken from the assessment roll of the 
present year.  The cattle slaughtered is for the year eighteen hundred and sixty-three.  
The small value set on the same may be accounted for by the fact that a “matanza” has 
been established in the vicinity of Monterey City, where eight thousand head of cattle 
have been slaughtered for hides and tallow.  These were valued, at an average, of three 
dollars per head.  A large number of said cattle were in bad condition, owing to the 
scarcity of pasture, and had to be sacrificed in order to save some other stock.  I make 
no mention of the cattle killed in the country by the stock raisers for their own use, 
neither of a large number of cattle, in a starving condition, killed in order to save the 
hides. 
 During the two last years, owing to the prevailing drought, the cattle have 
considerably diminished in this section of the country; and although the loss has not 
been so severely felt here as in the more southern counties, where, according to report, 
the cattle have almost all died, the amount of stock that will hold out till next spring will 
be very small.  The hills and valley lands are already entirely destitute of pasture; on the 
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mountains alone some browsing is still left, and there the cattle and horses are now 
ranging. 
 Horses have held out better than cattle, and the distemper called the Salinas 
horse disease (somewhat like the blind staggers) has not made its appearance this 
year; but there are still several horses suffering from the effects of this distemper, 
contracted last year, or even before that.  They never recover altogether therefrom. 
 The loss of sheep has not been great until now, but it is expected that they also 
will suffer considerably next winter.  Since the last five years sheep have increased, and 
if the cattle perish this winter, as is expected, their place will be supplied with sheep.  
This country possesses some of the best localities for raising them.  Considerable pains 
have been taken during these last years for improving their breed, by persons having at 
command the means to import rams at a heavy cost of price, and the result has been 
such as to reward them amply for their trouble and outlay.  
 The following shows the decrease or increase of live stock since the year 
eighteen hundred and sixty-: 
 
 
Description.  
 
 
Number. 
American horses……………………………………………………………... 38 increase
Spanish horses……………………………………………………………….. 2,549 decrease
Half-breed horses……………………………………………………………. 228 decrease
American mules………………………………………………………………. 6 decrease
Spanish mules………………………………………………………………... 45 decrease
American cows……………………………………………………………….. 569 decrease
Spanish cows…………………………………………………………………. 2,164 decrease
Half-breed cows……………………………………………………………… 298 decrease
American stock cattle………………………………………………………... 3,356 decrease
Spanish stock cattle………………………………………………………….. 31,643 decrease
Half-breed stock cattle………………………………………………………. 6,138 increase
Sheep………………………………………………………………………….. 72,360 increase
Hogs…………………………………………………………………………… 2,077 decrease
 
 
GENERAL PRODUCTS – 1863. 
 
 
Description.  
 
 
Quantity. 
Butter………………………………………………………………………….. 11,950 lbs.
Cheese………………………………………………………………………… 11,540 lbs.
Honey………………………………………………………………………….. 1,817 lbs.
Wine…………………………………………………………………………… 1,200 galls.
Wool…………………………………………………………………………… 540,835 lbs.
Eggs…………………………………………………………………………… 19,906 doz.
Pear brandy…………………………………………………………………… 600 galls.
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ASSESSMENT OF PROPERTY – 1864-65. 
 
 
Description.  
 
 
Amount.  
Value of real estate…………………………………………………………... $457,182 55
Value of improvements……………………………………………………… 133,318 00
Value of personal property………………………………………………….. 544,345 21
 
Total value of property assessed……………… $1,134,845 76
 
Deducted for windows……………………………………………………….. 9,000 00
 
Value of taxable property……………………………………………………. $1,125,845 76
Value of taxable property in 1863………………………………………….. 1,256,797 00
 
Decrease………………………………………... $130,951 24
 
 
FARMING. 
 
 The crops in eighteen hundred and sixty-three, with few exceptions, have been 
very light, and the harvest has generally been considered as far below the average; but 
still there is a great difference between then and the present year.  The country 
everywhere presents a desolate appearance; much land has been left without 
cultivation for want of sufficient moisture to render it fit for ploughing, and in the Pajaro 
Valley, one of the most fertile spots in this State, the farmers this year did raise about 
the necessary grain for seed.  
 Much inclosed land has been used for pasture, and some hay has been cut on 
such places, which has brought a good price.  Barley hay at present is sold at thirty 
dollars per ton.  
 No lumber has been produced last year; the only steam saw mill in Monterey has 
stopped working; the export of cord wood has likewise greatly diminished.  There is at 
present on the stocks one vessel, in progress of construction.  She is about one 
hundred and fifty tons burden.  
 
FISHERIES. 
 
 There are four whaling companies in the Bay of Monterey.  They number some 
sixty men.  Each company mans two boats.  Last year, sixty-four whales were caught, 
which produced one thousand nine hundred and thirty barrels of oil.  Whales have been 
rather scarce this season.  The whalers consider these last two years as the worst ever 
had here.  
 One whaling schooner belonging to this port is cruising on this coast between 
latitude twenty-nine degrees and thirty-seven degrees.  
 Several companies of Chinese are established here, who occupy themselves in 
curing and salting fish for exportation.  They yearly send to China large quantities of 
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dried fish, and a certain univalve shellfish, (Haliotis Occidentalis,) commonly called in 
the Spanish language, “Aulon.”  This shellfish, formerly in great abundance, was a 
certain resource for the indigent to fall back on, supplying them in case of need with 
nutritious and wholesome food.  But the Chinese have almost exhausted the same 
along with the whole coast between Monterey and San Diego.  The want of this supply 
will be felt severely this year in some of the lower counties.   
 The mode of fishing of the Chinese is likewise so destructive that the rockfish, 
cod, etc., are also fast disappearing.  
 
FERRIES, TELEGRAPHS, ETC.  
 
 There are three ferries over the Salinas, and one over the Pajaro River.  But of 
these only one is permanent, and this is at the mouth of the Salinas, on the line of travel 
from Monterey to Watsonville; the others are not needed during the dry season.  
 One toll bridge crosses the Pajaro River on the line of travel from San Juan to 
San José. 
 The telegraph line connecting Monterey, Watsonville, San Juan, etc., is of the 
extent of forty-nine miles in this county.  
 Two newspapers are published in this county – one in Monterey City, the 
Monterey Gazette, and one in the town of San Juan, the Monterey County Journal.  
Both are weekly. 
 
MINERAL LANDS.  
 
 Since the last two years many mining claims have been taken up, and some 
companies incorporated, among them the Gabilan, Saragoza, Soberana Maria, and 
Buri-Buri.  The first two named are located on the Gabilan Range, the third in the San 
Antonio Mountains, and the last among the hills on the southern slope of the Gabilan.  
The results of the working have until now not been such as to deserve notice, and 
therefore I will pass this matter over, and leave the same for my next year’s report, 
when perhaps I will be able to state some positive facts in relation to the working and 
yielding of the mines aforesaid.  The general impression is that the Gabilan (silver mine) 
and Buri-Buri (copper min) hold forth the best hopes.  A mill has been erected, and 
great activity prevails at the former.  At the last named the works have for the present 
been suspended.  
 
    All of which is respectfully submitted, 
 
       WM. J. McGARVEY,  
        Assessor, Monterey County. 
Per J. RUNEDS, Deputy.  
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METEOROLOGY. 
 
Abstract of Meteorological Observations, by Dr. C. A. Canfield, at the City of Monterey, from October 1, 1863, to 
September 17, 1864. 
 
LATITUDE 36° 36’   LONGITUDE 121° 52’ 
 
 October, 1863 
N
ovem
ber, 1863 
D
ecem
ber, 1863 
January, 1864 
February, 1864 
M
arch, 1864 
A
pril, 1864 
M
ay, 1864 
June, 1864 
July, 1864 
A
ugust, 1864 
S
eptem
., 1864
* 
Greatest heat at 2 P. M., Fahrenheit………………. 83 77 66 73 74 74 84 76 76 71 77 72
Greatest cold from 7 A. M. to 9 P. M., Fahrenheit.. 45 40 33 40 39 44 41 50 52 53 55 51
Average heat at 2 P. M., Fahrenheit………………. 69 61 58 ½ 60 63 ½  60 ½ 65 64 2/3 65 65 ½ 68 1/3 68 ½ 
Number of nights of frost……………………………. 0 7 7 4 5 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
Number of days without clouds…………………….. 4 5 1 2 9 3 6 0 1 0 0 1 
Number of days completely clouded………………. 1 0 3 3 0 3 0 8 4 3 6 1 
Amount of rain in inches and hundredths…………. 0 2.00 0.67 3.65 0.04 1.58 1.23 1.35 0.06 0 0.08 0 
Number of days with south or southwest winds….. 9 7 8 5 4 15 14 21 8 15 19 10
Number of days with north or northwest winds…... 17 15 14 21 15 12 16 9 13 6 3 2 
Number of foggy mornings…………………………. 6 3 3 4 6 2 7 7 8 7 9 2 
Number of foggy evenings………………………….. 5 3 4 4 5 3 4 5 7 14 11 8 
Fog all day, number of days………………………... 1 0 1 2 0 0 1 3 1 8 3 2 
             
                                            
* To 17th only. 
